
Student incentive Program (SIP):
The Basics

1. Meet the eligibility requirements

a. Be a U.S. Citizen

b. Meet the physical standards 
specified by the U.S. Coast 
Guard (USCG)

c. Be enrolled in the U.S. Navy 
Reserve Strategic Sealift 
Midshipman Program
(SSMP) and complete
the requirements

d. Be enrolled at a state 
maritime academy and
be in good standing

2. Receive up to $64,000 over 
four academic years from the 
Maritime Administration

3. Gain your USCG unlimited 
Merchant Mariner Credential

Eligible for retirement

Fulfilled Maritime Service and Reporting Obligation 

Fulfilled Maritime Service and Reporting Obligation 

Fulfilled Maritime Service and Reporting Obligation 

Receive Honorable Discharge from U.S. Navy (Optional)

Renew MMCEmployment Fulfilled

Renew/upgrade MMCEmployment Fulfilled

Maintain valid MMC to maintain commission

CAREER PATHS

3M/3AE 2M/2AE MASTER/
CHENGCM/1AE

Requires MARAD
approval

U.S. Armed Forces/NOAA/USPHS

MARAD approval
not required

YEAR 20

ENS LTJG LCDR/CDR/CAPTNavy Reserve

AT SEA

ASHORE

ACTIVE DUTY

YEAR 1

YEAR 1

YEAR 1

YEAR 5 YEAR 8

YEAR 8

YEAR 3

YEAR 2 YEAR 4

You have the option to continue working in the maritime industry ashore

You have the option to continue sailing in the U.S. Merchant Marine

obligated service optional service

All graduates serve eight years in the U.S. Navy Reserve while pursuing careers at sea or ashore.

Upon graduation, start your journey.

You have the option to continue serving Active Duty in the U.S. Armed Forces

LT



Student incentive 
program (SIP)

Your Future Awaits

The Student Incentive Program 
(SIP) partially funds cadets’ 
education at one of the six state 
maritime academies (SMAs).

With the help of these funds, 
you can receive a world-class 
education to unlock rewarding 
and unique careers filled with 
endless adventure.

Several Career Paths, One 
GoaL: Serve Your Country

BECOME A MERCHANT 
MARINE OFFICER

Deck officer
Engine officer

JOIN A U.S. MARITIME-
RELATED INDUSTRY 
OR PROFESSION TO 
BECOME A:

• Shipyard
engineer

• Naval architect

• Class surveyor

SERVE IN
ACTIVE DUTY

• U.S. Armed
Forces

• National
Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration

•	
•	

Apply or Learn More

Contact the Maritime 
Administration’s Office of 

Maritime Labor and Training at

maritime.graduate@dot.gov
or email the SIP point-of-contact

at the SMA of your choice. 

See SIP recipients in action 
and follow us on social media.

#SIPFuture




